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With best wishes on the occation of the
128th year of celebration of Maha Bodhi 
Society of India  and 88th Anniversary of 

Mulagandha Kuti Vihara

Mulagandha Kuti Vihara (1931-2019)
Sarnath- The First Preaching place of the Buddha

The impotance of Sarnath:
• Preaching of the First sermon by the Sakyamuni Buddha to His first 

five disciples “Dhammacakka-pavattana Sutta”.
• Second sermon of the Sakyamuni Buddha, “Anatta Lakkhana Sutta”.
• First disciple Attains “Sotapanna”(KondannaThera).
• Arahathood of first five disciples after hearing the Second Sermon.
• Ordination of Yasa Kula-Putra.
• Emerging of first followers of the Triple Gem : The Buddha, Dhamma 

and Sangha.
• Sakyamuni Buddha Sending sixty Arahats to propagate His Dhamma.
• Sakyamuni Buddha spending the first rainy retreat.
• Beginning of the holy word “Sadhu” with veneration to the Sakyamuni 

Buddha.
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The Editor in Chief

It is with great pleasure that I write this message on 
the publication of Dharmadoot Journal, a Special Volume 
on the occasion of Sixth International Conference on Pali 
and Buddhism (November 10-11, 2019). The 155th Birth 
Anniversary of Bodhisattva Anagarika Dharmapala was 
observed traditionally on 17th September, 2019 in the 
Mulagandha Kuti Vihara, Maha Bodhi Society of India, 
Sarnath Centre. A Dharmasabha cum Seminar was organized 
on the auspicious occasion on the theme of “Life and 
Contribution of Anagarika Dharmapala”. I am glad that this 
Special Volume of Dharmadoot Journal is being brought 
out before the lovers of Buddhism on the occasion of Sixth 
International Conference of Pali and Buddhism and on the 
occasion of 88th Anniversary of Mulagandhakutivihara, 
Sarnath. I am thankful to all well-wishers of Maha Bodhi 
Society of India, who are very cooperative in achieving 
the objectives of the Society and ideals of Anagagrika 
Dharmapala.

Bhavatu Sabba Maṅgalaṃ

Ven. P. Seewali Thero
General Secretary, 
Maha Bodhi Society of India,
4A, Bankim Chatterji Street, 
Kolkata-700073 (W.B.)
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The Managing Editor’s Note
It is a matter of special pleasure and pride for Maha 

Bodhi Society of India, Sarnath to present the 88th Volume of 
Dharmadoot Journal before the scholars of Pali and Buddhist 
Studies. Dharmadoot addresses itself to a holistic understanding 
of the discipline Pali and Buddhist Studies in applied manner 
since 1935. Its aim is to foster an active dialogue amongst the 
scholars of Pali & Buddhism. It presents a forum for scholarly 
articles, research papers and book reviews related with Pali and 
Buddhism. There are altogether eighteen articles and research 
papers, covering all aspects of Pali and Buddhism by renowned 
scholars along with three Book Reviews and two Obituaries. 
We express our heart-felt thanks to all the learned contributors 
for their valuable writings. We are also thankful to the Rohini 
Nandan, Kolkata, which had been very cooperative in printing 
and publication of this issue in time. 

Bhavatu Sabba Maïgalaü

Ven. (Dr.) K. Medhankara Thero,
Joint Secretary, Maha Bodhi Society of India &
Bhikkhu-in-Charge, Maha Bodhi Society of India,
Sarnath Centre, Varanasi-221007.
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Executive Editor’s Note

The Maha Bodhi Society of India was established on 31st May 
1891 and it has tried to fulfill the ideals of its founder Anagarika 
Dharmapala during its128 years of existence. The Sarnath Centre 
of Maha Bodhi Society of India is also going to celebrate the 
88th anniversary of Mulagandhakutivihara, Sarnath on Kartika 
Purnima. It has been a great pleasure to produce this 85th Special 
Volume of Dharmadoot Journal to commemorate the 88th year 
of the existence of Mulagandhakuṭi Vihara, Sarnath, Varanasi on 
November 12, 2019. 

The articles appearing in the previous issues of the Dharmadoot 
have been contributing to the advancement of knowledge in 
the different arena of Pali and Buddhist Studies. The present 
volume contains eighteen articles (in English and Hindi), which 
will unveil different dimensions of Pali and Buddhist Studies. 
There are three Book Reviews and two Obituaries. Notes and 
News related with the activities of Maha Bodhi Society of India, 
Sarnath Centre in general and Buddhism in particular have been 
also given in the end. We appreciate the active cooperation and 
contribution of scholars for the present volume of Dharmadoot. 

 I sincerely thank to our esteemed Board of Editors and our 
Reverend P. Seewali Thero, General Secretary, Maha Bodhi 
Society of India and Reverend (Dr.) K. Medhankara Thero, Joint 
Secretary, Maha Bodhi Society of India and Bhikkhu-in-Charge, 
Maha Bodhi Society of India, Sarnath for their inspiration and 
constant encouragement. I also thank Prof. Ramesh Prasad, 
Editor for helping in editing the Journal.

Prof. Bimalendra Kumar
Head, Deptt. of Pali & Buddhist Studies, 
Faculty of Arts, Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi-221005 (U.P.)
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